COURSE OUTLINE: SOCIAL STUDIES 9

Mrs. Gringhuis

Course Focus and Rationale:
At the heart of the Social Studies curriculum are the concepts of citizenship and identity.  The following diagram outlines the foundations of the new Social Studies curriculum.
Course Overview:

The focus of study in Social Studies 9 is “Canada: Opportunities and Challenges.” 
· Grade 9 students will analyze the relationship between Canada’s political and legislative process and their impact on issues with governance, rights, citizenship, and identity. 
·  Students will also explore economics and their impact on the quality of life, citizenship and identity in Canada and the U.S.A.
Social Studies 9 has 2 general outcomes:

General Outcome 1: Issues for Canadians: Governance and Rights
· The focus is on how Canada’s political processes impact citizenship and identity in an attempt to meet the needs of all Canadians
General Outcome 2: Economic Systems in Canada and the United States

· The focus is how economic decision making in Canada and the United States impacts quality of life, citizenship and identity.
Embedded within these outcomes will be opportunities for students to study current affairs and issues.
Required Material:

This course requires 1 text:  Issues for Canadians
Course Evaluation:

Each term mark will be determined by how well students meet the curricular objectives.  
Curricular objectives met through quizzes and minor assignments:

60%

Curricular objectives met through exams and major assignments:

40%

· Teacher checks for homework completion may be included in the calculation of marks

· These weightings may be adjusted to match the nature of the work done in each unit.

The final overall mark will be calculated a follows:


Term 1 mark


25%


Term 2 mark


25%


Term 3 mark


25%


Final Exam 


25%

Tentative Timeline:

* dates are approximations and may change due to students needs

Outcome 1: September – January
Outcome 2: February  – June
Rules of the Classroom:

1. Be RESPECTFUL … of one another, of the teacher, of the learning environment.

2. Be PREPARED.  Come with all materials and homework complete.

3. Be ON TIME.   If lateness becomes a problem, students will be warned, parents may be contacted, or they may have to make up time at lunch recess.
4. Please inform the teacher prior to an absence if you know ahead of time and arrangements can be made ahead for any assignments or work.   If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due or a test is given, s/he will be expected to hand in the assignment or complete the test on the day the student returns unless extenuating circumstances exist. 

5. Check the website and PowerSchool for regular updates.

