COURSE OUTLINE: LANGUAGE ARTS 8

MRS. GRINGHUIS

2016-2017
MAJOR OBJECTIVES

The major objective of this course is to actively engage students in responding to and analyzing a variety of forms of literature/texts which relate to the students’ lives.

Students will be involved in expressing their own thoughts and ideas on themes through both creative and formal writing projects.  Students will increase their skills in reading, writing, speaking, viewing, representing and listening through group and independent work assignments.  Finally, students will build upon their knowledge of conventions of literature, and proper grammatical and punctuation usage.

COURSE CONTENT

The course will cover 4-5 units.  Each unit incorporates literacy strategies (predicting, self-monitoring, sequencing, connecting, inferring, analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating) as well as the “Daily 3” literacy builders (writing/independent reading/word work).
Unit titles:


a) History Comes Alive (thematic unit + film study)

b) Surviving the Extremes of Nature (inquiry unit + film study)

d) Book club (fiction)

f) Poetry Study

g) Inquiry unit or Book club (non-fiction) if time allows
EVALUATION
Each term mark will be determined by how well students meet the curricular objectives.  
Curricular objectives met through quizzes and minor assignments:

60%

Curricular objectives met through exams and major assignments:

40%

· Teacher checks for homework completion and student preparedness for learning may be included in the calculation of marks

· These weightings may be adjusted to match the nature of the work done in each unit.

The final overall mark will be calculated a follows:


Term 1 mark


25%


Term 2 mark


25%


Term 3 mark


25%


Final Exam 


25%

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

1. Be RESPECTFUL … of one another, of the teacher, of the learning environment.
2. Be PREPARED.  Come with all materials and homework complete.

3. Be ON TIME.  If lateness becomes a problem, students will be warned, parents may be contacted, or they may have to make up time at lunch recess.

4. Please inform the teacher prior to an absence if you know ahead of time and arrangements can be made ahead for any assignments or work.   If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due or a test is given, s/he will be expected to hand in the assignment or complete the test on the day the student returns unless extenuating circumstances exist.
5. Check PowerSchool and my website for regular updates.
TIME LINE
Unit




Time line (dates are approximates!)
1. History Comes Alive


September – December 





2. Surviving the Extremes of Nature

January – March






4. Book club




April – May 




5. Poetry study/writing


May – June 
6. Inquiry unit or book club


June
RESOURCES:
1. Scholastic book club and inquiry resources

2. Sightlines 8
